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IR 102 Introduction to International Relations 

Spring 2016* 
 

Meeting times: Tue 14:00-15:50 & Fri 11:00-11:50                Instructor: Faruk EKMEKCI 

Meeting place: GRAD 413                                    Office: GRAD 205               

                       Office Hours: Tue-Thu 10:00-12:00  

         E-mail: fekmekci@ipek.edu.tr 

          Web:    fekmekci.wordpress.com 

 
 

Course Description: 
 

This course is an introductory course in international relations. The purpose of this course is to introduce major 

concepts of and issues in international relations. The course is designed both to prepare students for more 

advanced work in international relations courses and to provide students with the tools to think critically about 

international events. Among the topics we will be addressing are: the structure of the international system and the 

role of various actors and events in shaping it, different interpretations of and approaches to the problem of war, 

the dynamics of global political economy, the role of international organizations and international law, and the 

implications of several recent and contemporary trends for the future course of international politics.  
 
 

Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

* Identify primary tools and limits of foreign policy; 

* Demonstrate a working knowledge of contemporary world politics, including how today's system evolved; 

* Compare international organizations and regimes, both by scope and function;  

* Identify transnational issues and offer potential solutions to transnational problems. 

Required Text 

- Joshua S. Goldstein & Jon C. Pevehouse, International Relations, 10th ed. 2014 

Supplementary Books: 

 J. Baylis, S. Smith & P. Owens, The Globalization of World Politics, 5th ed. 2011 

 J. S. Nye & D. A. Welch, Understanding Global Conflict and Cooperation, 9th ed. 2012 

The main textbook is available at the library reserve. You may also buy them online from amazon.com or any 

other bookseller.  

* Each week, I may also assign 1-2 newspaper/journal articles or classical readings about the topic we study that 

week. Most of these readings are available online and I will post the links to these readings on class website.  

* I strongly encourage you to follow current developments in international relations. Some prestigious papers to 

read are: The New York Times (www.nytimes.com), Christian Science Monitor (www.csmonitor.com), The 

Guardian (http://www.theguardian.com/), and Haaretz (www.haaretz.com).  

 

                                                 
* This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice. 

mailto:fekmekci@ipek.edu.tr
http://www.fekmekci.wordpress.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.theguardian.com/
http://www.haaretz.com/
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Course Requirements 

  
Exams (70%): There will be one mid-term (30%) and a final exam (40%). Mid-term exam will consist of 20 

multiple-choice questions and one short essay. The final exam will be cumulative and will have 30 multiple-

choice questions and one short essay.   

Quizzes (10%): You will take 4 pop quizzes throughout the semester. Each quiz will have 6 questions from 

single chapters. Questions will come ONLY from the chapter/section which we will be covering that day. Each 

question will be worth 1 point. Your quiz grade will be the sum of your highest two scores. There will be no 

make-up for any quiz.  

Group Debate (20%): 

- The rise of China: a threat to global stability and peace? 

- The Syrian debacle: why do we have a mess in Syria and how to put an end to it? 

- What future for the European Union: strengthening or collapse? 

At the end of the semester, we will have three formal debates over two contentious issues in contemporary 

international politics. Each student must sign up for one of these debates. Topics and positions will be selected on 

a first come first serve basis. Each debate will consist of three groups. Each group will be made of four/five 

students who will advocate either the Realist, the Liberal, or the Marxist approach to the issue at hand. The 

theoretical position you will advocate does not have be your own position. This is only a theoretical exercise. 

Each group will make a formal opening statement, which should be around 10-15 minutes long. This opening 

statement may include a PowerPoint presentation. Following the opening statements will be a question and debate 

session in which groups will question and criticize the arguments of other groups. This assignment is worth 20% 

of the final grade (15% for the group and 5% for the individual). 

Policies  

Attendance: I will not take attendance in this class. As adults, you should be responsible for attending class and 

realize the consequences of failing to do so. Missing lectures can be costly to one’s performance on exams.  

Participation: Education is not simply a one-way process. It is expected that students will participate in the course. 

Further, the subject matter in this course is complex at times and may require clarification. Students are 

encouraged to ask questions regarding material in the lectures and the readings. However, acknowledging the fact 

that some students are simply too shy or introverted to speak, I will not punish non-participation. I will, 

nevertheless, award positive participation. The final grade of the students who participate constructively and 

frequently throughout the course will be raised by one letter grade. 
 

Excused/Unexcused Absences from Exams: The only valid excuses for missing an exam are illness requiring 

medical care, required university activities, or a personal emergency of a serious nature. To be excused without 

penalty, documentation or prior permission is required. Work conflicts, computer problems, forgetting or 

oversleeping are not valid excuses. Make-up of excused exams will be coordinated with the instructor as soon as 

possible after the missed exam.  

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating: Plagiarism and cheating are academic crimes with serious consequences. Work 

on papers, quizzes, and exams must be totally on your own! You should neither request nor give help. The penalty 

for violating academic honesty in this class is an “F” for the quiz, exam, or paper in which the violation occurs. 
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SCHEDULE of CLASSES (subject to change with prior notice) 

Week 1: Welcome (March 1) 
 

Week 2: Introduction & A Brief History of International Relations  
  

- March 8: Introduction, Ch. 1, pp: 3-26.    
 

- March 11: History, Ch. 1, pp: 26-41.  
  

Contending Approaches to IR 

 

Week 3: Realism and Power Politics  
 

- March 15-18: Realism, Ch. 2 

     Also Read: 

 Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue”, History of the Peloponnesian War. 431 BC. 

 Watch: Conversation with History: John Mearsheimer 
  

Week 4: Alternative Approaches -I- 
 

- March 22-25 Liberalism, Ch. 3, pp. 93-104. (pp. 85-96 in the updated 10th ed.) 

Also Read: 

 Condoleezza Rice, “The Promise of Democratic Peace”, The Washington Post, Dec 11 

2005. 

 Abukar Arman, “Erdogan: The hero of Somalia”, Al-Jazeera, Jan 21 2015. 
 

Week 5: Alternative Approaches -II- 
 

- March 29-April 1: Marxism  

Read: Hobden & Jones, “Marxist Theories of International Relations”, The Globalization of 

World Politics, pp. 130-147. 

Also Read: 

 General Smedley D. Butler, War is a Racket, 1935. 
 

War and Peace in International Relations 
 

Week 6: International Conflict -I- 
 

- April 5-8: Conflicts of Interest, Ch. 5, pp. 191-205. (pp. 177-188 in the updated 10th ed.) 

Also Read: 

 Barry Malone, “Next on Egypt's to-do: Ethiopia and the Nile”, Al-Jazeera, Dec 9 2013. 

 Watch: Michael Klare, The Race for What’s Left 
  

Week 7: International Conflict -II- 

- April 12: Conflicts of Ideas, Ch. 5, pp. 174-191. (pp. 160-177 in the updated 10th ed.)  

Also Read:    

 Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?”, Foreign Affairs, Summer 1993. 

 Watch: Mahmood Mamdani, State Formation and Conflict 

 

- April 15: No Class. ASN Conference. 

 

Week 8: Military Force  
 

- April 19-22:  Military Force, Ch. 6 

Also Read:  

 Cathy Scott-Clark and Adrian Levy, “Spectre Orange”, The Guardian, March 29 2003. 
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Week 9: Terrorism + Mid-term exam  
 

- April 26: Terrorism 

Read:  

 James D. Kiras, “Terrorism and Globalization”, The Globalization of World Politics, pp. 

364-380. 

Also Read: 

 Interview with Edward Peck, Democracy Now, July 28 2006.  

  

- April 29: Mid-term Exam 
 

Week 10: International Organizations 

- May 3-6: International Organizations, Ch. 7, pp. 255-276. (pp. 233-254 in the updated 10th ed.) 

Also Read: 

 Gareth Evans, “Valuing the United Nations”, Project Syndicate, March 26 2013. 

 Thomas G. Weiss, "The illusion of UN Security Council reform", Washington Quarterly, 

26 (4), 2003, pp: 147-161. 

 Watch: “Hotel Ruanda” 

Week 11: International Law & Human Rights 

- May 10: International Law, Ch. 7, pp. 276-286. (pp. 254-264 in the updated 10th ed.) 
 

- May 13: Human Rights, C.7, pp. 286-303. (pp. 264-276 in the updated 10th ed.) 

Also Read: 

 Gareth Evans, “R2P down but not out after Libya and Syria”, www.opendemocracy.net, 

Sep 9 2013. 
 

International Political Economy 
 

Week 12: International Trade  
 

- May 17-20: International Trade Ch. 8. 

       Also Read:   

 Clyde Prestowitz, “As Accusations Fly, Poor Nations Suffer,” Washington Post, June 6 

2003. 
 

Week 13: International Integration 
 

- May 24-27: International Integration & the European Union, Ch. 10, pp. 389-404. (pp. 355-370 in 

the updated 10th ed.) 

    Also Read: 

 Mabel Berezin, “Europe Was Yesterday”, Harvard International Review, Jan 6 2011. 
 

Debates 

Week 14: Debates:  

- May 31:  

 “The rise of China: a threat to global stability and peace?” 

 “What future for the European Union: strengthening or collapse?”    

- June 3:   

 “The Syrian Debacle: how to put an end to it?”  
               

Final Exam 

 

Week 15: Final Exam  


